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Elizabeth  
McIntosh, M.D.

(220) 564-1810  •  LMHealth.org

The Balanced
Hoof and Horse, Inc.
Providing Professional
Farrier Services Since 1991

Dean Moshier
AAPF APF-I, BWFA CJF-I

Cell: (740) 506-0414
2125 Riley Road NW ▪ Johnstown, Ohio 43031

Email: thebalancedhoofandhorse@frontier.com

amaysingmeatsjohnstown.com

740.967.1860
80 E. Coshocton Street
Johnstown, Ohio 43031
email: amaysingmeats@yahoo.com

Grand
Monuments

1600 E. Main St.

345-8772
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DRIVEWAYS OHIO
Locally owned and Operated 

Surfacing all Driveways 
for 25 years

740-967-2444
MUNSON MACHINE CO, INC.

General Machining, – Screw Machining 
Fabrication – Custom Sawing 
C.N.C. Milling – C.N.C Turning

P.O. Box 304, 80 E. College St.
Johnstown, OH 43031

740-967-6867

Crouse-Kauber-Fraley 
Funeral Home

Josh Fraley, General Manager
225 N. Main, Johnstown

740-967-6085

St. Vincent Haven
Homeless Shelter

Newark, OH
To volunteer or make donations, call

740-641-6958

GoodmanGoodman
LandscapingLandscaping

Duff A. Goodman,Duff A. Goodman, Owner
Paver Patios & Walkways

Planting and Mulching, Mowing

740-967-1181

Village Veterinary
Care of Gransville
Patricia Parrish DVM

401 S. Main St.
740 920-4190

Village Veterinary Care
Lindsey Rice, DVM
Renee Buell, DVM

4159 Hazelton-Etna Road
Pataskala, Ohio 43062

740-927-4159

5205 New Albany Rd.5205 New Albany Rd.
939-4518939-4518

Stop in and see manager
Tanya Bennett today! member

FDIC

730 W. Coshocton St. • (740) 967-6500

To advertise here, call

DEE PRINTING
at 1-800-292-9020.

755 W. COSHOCTON ST., JOHNSTOWN, OH 43031

800-967-8021

$4 OFF Any Food Order
of $25 or More

Dine-In Only. Valid Sun.-Thurs.
One coupon per table. Excludes Tax and Alcohol. Not valid with other offers or specials.

Homemade Tortillas, Fresh Guacamole on the Table
614-855-9060 • 9745 Johnstown Road, New Albany

www.blueagaveohio.com

Rehl Electric, LLC
614-499-6872

CALL FOR 
A FREE ESTIMATE
Owner: Connor Rehl

Insured

LOGO 

Primary Logo (Vertical)

LOGO IN FULL COLOR

LOGO IN 1 COLOR

4

Primary Logo (Horizontal)

Bringing Quality Nursing Care to Johnstown!
Please call today to 

schedule a Tour

740-616-0111

Laney Lainge
Nail Technician

22 W. Pratt St.
Johnstown, OH 

43031
740-404-0222

 
 

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
555 S. Main Street, Johnstown, Ohio 43031  •  740-967-7871  •  www.johnstownascension.org

MISSION STATEMENT  
Church of the Ascension is a Catholic community in Johnstown, Ohio 

that keeps Christ at the center of our hearts, families, homes and 
parish, so we can live the truth and share it with others

(John 14:6; 1 Peter 3:15).

With the help of sacred scripture, tradition, and the sacraments, we 
strive to know, love and serve God in this world, while encouraging 

others to do the same, so we may live eternally in heaven with Christ, 
the angels, and the saints

(Ephesians 2:4-8).

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday  4:00 p.m. 

Sunday  8:30 a.m.  •  11:00 a.m.
HOLY DAYS

Vigil 6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m. •  7:00 p.m.

DAILY MASS
Monday 8:00  am
Tuesday 6:30  pm

Wednesday-Saturday  8:00 am

ADORATION
Tuesday  5:00-6:00 p.m.
Saturday  8:30-9:30 a.m.

WELCOME TO OUR FAITH COMMUNITY AT CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION.
TO REGISTER IN THE PARISH, PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE AT 740-967-7871.

CONFESSIONS
Tuesday  5:00-6:00 p.m. 
Saturday  8:30-9:30 a.m.

Ascension of Christ, Gebhard Fugel (c. 1893)

Father Stephen Smith, Pastor
frsmith@johnstownascension.org
Father Jesse Chick, CFIC
Parochial Vicar
jchick@johnstownascension.org
Deacon Byron Phillips
bphillips@johnstownascension.org
Secretary
Kathy Bartolomucci | 614-325-0188
office@johnstownascension.org
kbartolomucci@johnstownascension.org
Music Director
Valerie Tanner | 740-222-4381
vtanner@johnstownascension.org
Parish Youth Catechesis (PYC)
Kelly Pertee | 740-817-1628
kpertee@johnstownascension.org
Youth Minister
Mary Nelson | 419-261-3872
mnelson@johnstownascension.org 
Cemetery Coordinator
Jim Stafford | 614-402-3706
Baptism Preparation Class
Molly & Bob Orsini | 614-446-5622
Social Committee
Rodney Tornes | 740-817-0137
St. Vincent de Paul Society
24-hour Hotline | 740-349-0989
Home School Contact
Christie Thomas | 614-937-9066
christie311@proton.me

BLUE FOX
MANAGEMENT

LAWN & LANDSCAPE
740-404-4800
TOM STANEART

We are open as early as 8:00 a.m. &
as late as 7:00 p.m., including Sundays!

848 W. Coshocton St., Johnstown, OH 43031

740-966-0011 
www.elementsdentalofjohnstown.com

 facebook.com/johnstownascension    @johnstownascension on Instagram    youtube.com/johnstownascension

B L A C K T O P  O H I O
ASPHALT PAVING & HOT TAR CHIP SEAL

DRIVEWAYS, PARKING LOTS, LONG LANES
NEW INSTALLATION OR RESURFACE OVER OLD
HOT RUBBER, CRACK FILLING & SEAL COATING

www.BLACKTOPOHIO.com • 937-309-4905

JOHN MILBURN 
Re/Max Town Center 
jgmilburn68@gmail.com
614 208 1945
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555 S. Main Street, Johnstown, Ohio 43031 
740-967-7871  •  www.johnstownascension.org

Father Stephen Smith, Pastor
frsmith@johnstownascension.org

Father Jesse Chick, CFIC
Parochial Vicar
jchick@johnstownascension.org

Deacon Byron Phillips
bphillips@johnstownascension.org

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday  4:00 p.m. 

Sunday  8:30 a.m.  •  11:00 a.m.

HOLY DAYS
Vigil 6:30 p.m.

8:00 a.m. •  7:00 p.m.

ADORATION
Tuesday  5:00-6:00 p.m.
Saturday  8:30-9:30 a.m

DAILY MASS
Monday 8:00  am
Tuesday 6:30  pm

Wednesday-Saturday  8:00 am

CONFESSIONS
Tuesday  5:00-6:00 p.m. 
Saturday  8:30-9:30 a.m.

MISSION STATEMENT  
Church of the Ascension is a Catholic community in 
Johnstown, Ohio that keeps Christ at the center of 
our hearts, families, homes and parish, so we can 

live the truth and share it with others 
(John 14:6; 1 Peter 3:15).

With the help of sacred scripture, tradition, and 
the sacraments, we strive to know, love and serve 
God in this world, while encouraging others to do 
the same, so we may live eternally in heaven with 

Christ, the angels, and the saints 
(Ephesians 2:4-8)

WELCOME TO OUR FAITH COMMUNITY AT 
CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION.

TO REGISTER IN THE PARISH, PLEASE CONTACT  
THE PARISH OFFICE AT 740-967-7871.

 facebook.com/johnstownascension 
 @johnstownascension on Instagram
 youtube.com/johnstownascension

CHURCH OF  
THE ASCENSION



CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION JOHNSTOWN, OHIO
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555 S. Main Street, Johnstown, OH 43031 • 740-967-7871 • www.johnstownascension.org

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30
 8:00 a.m. Warren Chantler  
   by the Carter Family
 8:30 a.m. Adoration & Confessions
 4:00 p.m. Don Litterini 
   by Regina Pasini

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31
 8:30 a.m. Parish Family
 11:00 a.m.  Dennis Yingling  
   by the Rush Family

MONDAY, JANUARY 1
 10:00 a.m. Teresa Eichner  
   by Terry & Denny Shank

TUESDAY, JANUARY 2
 5:00 p.m. Adoration & Confessions
 6:30 p.m. Mrs. Cox 
   by Sondra Southard

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3
 8:00 a.m. Betty Disbennett  
   by the Jungers Family

THURSDAY, JANUARY 4
 8:00 a.m. Carol Cope by a friend

FRIDAY, JANUARY 5
 8:00 a.m. Duane Flood 
   by Janet Flood

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6
 8:00 a.m. Peter Y. Kim 
   by Elizabeth Kim
 8:30 a.m. Adoration & Confessions
 4:00 p.m. Al Curran by Joyce Curran

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
 8:30 a.m. Jack Reardon 
   by Bubby & 
   Robbi Eichner
 11:00 a.m.  Parish Family

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
A happy and joy-filled New Year to you and your families! May God abundantly bless you in 
2024!
Each New Year, the Church begins with the celebration of Mary, Mother of God. The Church 
offers us this solemnity as a means to unite us more closely to the mother of the Incarnate 
Christ, the one who brings us to the bosom of her beloved Son.
This year, it is not a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass at Church of the Ascension will be at 10:00 
a.m. on January 1. We look forward to seeing you there!
Only a mother could begin to understand the great mystery and beauty of motherhood. But 
only one mother could begin to understand the unfathomable beauty of being the mother of 
the Son of God. After the birth of Jesus, the shepherds came to adore her Child and recounted 
how a multitude of heavenly hosts appeared to them, revealing that Mary’s Child was the 
Messiah.
As Mary heard those words, she pondered them, reflected upon them, and kept them in her 
heart. This was but the first time we are told of Mary’s pondering heart after the birth of her 
Son, but we can be certain that she pondered Him over and over, entering ever more deeply 
into the mystery of her motherhood of the Son of God.
As the Mother of God, Mary’s prayerful pondering was beyond our comprehension. The bond 
she shared with her divine Son far surpassed a mere human bond. Jesus was not only her Son, 
He was also her Savior. Therefore, she adored Him as a mother loves her child, but also as a 
servant worships her God. The relationship between this unique mother and Son is infinitely 
awe-inspiring.
Our Blessed Mother is given the unique title of “Mother of God” first and foremost to express 
our faith in the divinity of Jesus. Jesus was both human and divine, but in Him these two 
natures were perfectly united. Therefore, one cannot say that Mary was only the mother of the 
humanity of Jesus, she was the mother of the Person. And that one Person was, at the same 
time, God and man.
Recall that once Jesus began His public ministry and was teaching, there was a woman in 
the crowd who cried out, “Blessed is the womb that carried you and the breasts at which you 
nursed.” Jesus corrected her by saying, “Rather, blessed are those who hear the word of God 
and observe it” (Luke 11:27). At first read, one could conclude that Jesus was downplaying the 
role of His own mother, but He was actually doing the opposite. Jesus was actually highlighting 
the most unifying aspect of His relationship with His mother. Mary was not His mother only 
in a biological sense. She wasn’t blessed only because she bore Him in her womb. Rather, her 
deepest union with her divine Son came from her spiritual union with His will and that of the 
Father in Heaven. She said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me 
according to your word” (Luke 1:38). She heard the word of God and observed it perfectly. 
She did that at the Annunciation, she continued to do so as she raised her Child, and she did 
it most perfectly as she stood before the Cross, offering her dying Son to the Father for the 
salvation of the world. Mary’s motherhood was one that encompassed her whole being. It was 
one that united her to her Son in ways we will never fully comprehend.
Mary is the Mother of God and, therefore, is the mother of all of God’s children, including 
you. Honor and love your heavenly mother today and rejoice as you reflect upon this glorious 
queen and holy mother. As we celebrate this greatest saint in the history of the world, ponder 
the ponderer. Ponder her love for her Son. Ponder her obedience to His divine will. Ponder 
Him as her Savior. Ponder every human and divine aspect of their loving relationship.
God bless,
Fr. Smith

No RCIA classes until 
Wednesday, January 3, 2024.



FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH DECEMBER 31, 2023

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph   DECEMBER 30-31, 2023

SATURDAY • 4:00 P.M. SUNDAY • 8:30 A.M. SUNDAY • 11:00 A.M.

ALTAR SERVERS: 

Mike Keebaugh Joey Barb Cole Fox

Ethan Wnek Brendan Sheehan CC Zirille

Christian Dorsten Claire Barb Jackson Wernette

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS: 

Mike Haefs – Host Tom Staneart – Chalice Mark Hawkins – Host

Rachel Barb – Chalice

Mary Sheehan – Host

LECTORS: 
Tom Nann Nadia Staneart Mike Dunfee

Diana Lewis – Angelus Ali Staneart – Angelus Carrie Suess – Angelus

GREETERS/USHERS: 
Maureen Keebaugh Mark Sheehan Lora Dunfee

Mary Ann Shaffer Mary Sheehan Mike Dunfee

LIVESTREAM OPERATOR: Misiunas Family

The Epiphany of the Lord   JANUARY 6-7, 2024

SATURDAY • 4:00 P.M. SUNDAY • 8:30 A.M. SUNDAY • 11:00 A.M.

ALTAR SERVERS: 

Ethan Wnek Luke Orsini Alex Rush

Christian Dorsten Ben Orsini Alex Smithhisler

Volunteer Needed Brendan Sheehan Jack Smithhisler

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS: 

Maureen Keebaugh – Host Rachel Barb – Chalice Mike Fox – Host

Billy Staneart – Chalice

Tom Staneart – Host

LECTORS: 
Mike Keebaugh Carrie Suess Mike Rush

Maureen Keebaugh – Angelus Diana Lewis – Angelus Sally Blubaugh – Angelus

GREETERS/USHERS: Jan Orkis Mark Sheehan Olivia Ryan

Dennis Murnane Mary Sheehan Keith Ryan

Anna Ryan

LIVESTREAM OPERATOR: Smithhisler Family

NEW! ONLINE BOOKING
Fr. Smith is using a new, easier online booking system to meet with parishioners. If you’d like to schedule a meeting with  
Fr. Smith, please scan the QR code or visit his calendar at https://calendly.com/frstephensmith.

LECTOR WORKBOOKS are now available in the closet in the east hallway. If you are a Lector, please pick one up for your reference.



CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION JOHNSTOWN, OHIO

Your Gifts to God
WEEKLY NEED $7,115.00

430 REGISTERED FAMILIES

DECEMBER 17/8, 2023
Total Offering $ 4,588.80
54 Envelopes $ 3,347.00
Loose Cash $ 465.80 
Online $ 776.00
St. Vincent de Paul $ 105.00
Christmas $ 20.00 
Christmas Flowers $ 70.00

Do you return a portion of your time/
skills/possessions to God in a spirit of 
gratitude? Looking for an easier way to 
give? Scan the QR code to open a link to 
the Church of the Ascension ParishSOFT 
Giving. Simply hold your phone’s camera 
over the square and touch the link that 
appears at the top of your camera screen, 
or visit https://giving.parishsoft.com/
app/giving/ascensionjohnstown.

Our 2024 CHURCH OFFERING 
ENVELOPES ARE NOW AVAILABLE 
for pickup in the east hallway across from 
the restrooms. Please note that they are 
arranged in alphabetical order, but you 
may not have the same number as last 
year, so please double check your name 
before taking them. If there is not a set 
with your name on them, please see the 
sheet at the table for instructions.

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN FOR THE 2024 CATHOLIC MAN OF THE YEAR 
The Catholic Men’s Luncheon Club is accepting nominations for the Diocese of Columbus 
2024 Catholic Man of the Year. The annual award will be presented by Bishop Earl Fernandes 
on Friday, February 2, 2024, at the Men’s Luncheon held at St. Patrick Church in downtown 
Columbus. The Catholic Man of the Year is awarded to one layman who, through his daily 
actions, words, and prayers, exemplifies the “good and faithful servant.” The recipient will 
have the opportunity to share his personal testimony during the ceremony. Nominations 
will be accepted through Sunday, December 31, 2023. For details, nomination instructions 
and the required online nomination form, go to https://www.catholicmensministry.com/
catholicmanoftheyear. Submit your nomination and let us know why your parishioner, 
husband, father, son, uncle, brother, or friend is the Catholic Man of the Year!

MASS INTENTIONS AVAILABLE
We have many open dates for Mass Intentions on our calendar. Please contact Kathy in the 
office at 740-967-7871, on my cell at 614-325-0188 or office@johnstownascension.org 
or drop a notE in the collection with the intention and your name. We will do our best to 
accommodate any special date requests

There will be a RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE on Monday, January 15 from 1:00-7:00 
p.m. here at Ascension. Please consider giving the gift of life by donating a pint of blood. 
You can make an appointment at redcross.org.

JOIN NEEDS YOUR HELP!
JOIN (Joint Organization for Inner-City Needs) is often a “stop-gap” for our brothers and 
sisters who are doing their best to provide and succeed in life. We all come upon unexpected 
obstacles. For our neighbors who live paycheck-to-paycheck, that can be something as 
simple as missing work due to illness or something bigger, like a car repair. Basic supplies 
like toilet paper, soap, shampoo, conditioner, multi-purpose cleaning solutions, dish soap 
and laundry soap are items that people request at JOIN daily. Kelsey is a mom that came to 
JOIN to get assistance with bus passes for a new job she had. When she learned that we also 
had cleaning supplies and personal care items, especially toilet paper, she was overwhelmed 
that she could get those items as well. Meeting these most basic needs, when you don’t 
have them, is a relief that is not measurable to a parent. Try to imagine running out of 
something, with no hope of getting it yourself for another week or so.
If you would like to organize a collection or even donate an item or two on your own, it 
would be a gift to the neighbors we serve at JOIN. Feel free to contact Lisa Keita at 614-
241-2530 or lkeita@columbuscatholic.org to get further information or just discuss what 
all JOIN does provide.

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT!
Give the gift of time to each other this year. Experience a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores, and phones and focus 
only on each other. Make 2024 the best year of your marriage by applying today! The next 
weekend is February 9-11, 2024 in the Central Ohio area. For more information or to 
apply, visit our website at WWMEcolumbus.org or contact Paul and Marilou Clouse at 
614-834-6880. Early registration is highly recommended. 

THANK YOU!
Thank you to all who 
donated for the flowers 
and who worked hard 
to make our church 
so beautiful for the 
celebration of Our 
Savior’s birth.

Many thanks to all those who supported the YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE. They raised $301.00 for their program.



FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH DECEMBER 31, 2023

Your Prayers are Requested
Your prayers this week are asked for Maxine Nann, Letha Patton, John Yeagle, Wesley Potts, Susan Welch, Joyce Curran, Gabrielle & 
Shawn, Dana Caswell, John & Sophie Wetherell, Suzanne Kubin, Sharon Freitag, Di Habash, Gordon Cromwell, Shalena & her twin 
baby boys Sloane & Lorenzo, Rosalie Lewein, Frank Eggart, Ross McClain, Taylor Byrer, Joe Lindsay, Little Mark Douglas, Ivan Booth, 
Zsolt Csaba, Mick, Donna Dellapina, Mark & Cathy Mann, Emily Scott, Peggy Hall, Mike Riordan, Steph Esselstein, Kristine Neal, 
Olivia Williams, Al Tharp, June Larick, Terry Baesmann, Mike & Jane Gaylk, John Tomich, Dakota Basford, Blair Lemon, Mike Colle, 
Janice Good, Barbara Penhorwood, Albert Luikart, Basil Crawford, Lois Hottinger, Margie Easterday, Lacey McLoughlin, Tony Gallo, 
John & Neva Stover, Jared Writesel, Katie Dooley, Judy Miller, Ann Bishop, Randy Hostetler, Joseph & Debbie Ford, Rita Reali, Peg 
Peyton, Don Vocca, Mike Dunn, Rose Neilson, Teresa Walton & her brother Richard, Deborah Parkey, Joseph Ford, Karen Reitz, Jeff 
Ankrom, JoAnn Wright, Barb VanHoose, Kris Bowers, Joyce Priest, Shane Hatten, Bob Muench, Hannah Cohagen Lehman, Ron & Ann 
Mullins, Ron Gallo, Sutton Parish, Helen Tomich, Sylvia Freed, and for those who have no one to pray for them.

ARE YOU OR SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN THE MILITARY?
Please let us know and we will add the names to our Prayer Requests.

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEED YOU!
It’s that time of year when the Knights of Columbus offer many charitable contributions, including our Keep Christ in Christmas 
program, Tree for Life, and more. Want to make a difference in the world and build friendships with like-minded men in the parish? 
Join us! Go to kofc.org/join and use 4324 when asked for your preferred local council. For more information, please contact Grand 
Knight Jeff Thoma at  614-580-6772 or jeffmthomas@protonmail.com.

CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY
The Sunday after Christmas is the Feast of the Holy Family and Father Smith, Father Jesse and the Knights encourage each family to 
invite the Holy Family into our lives to establish or strengthen the Domestic Church, our homes.
The decision to consecrate your family needs to be intentional and a process through which you completely surrender to God through the 
Holy Family. You are accepting the truth that salvation history was changed forever by a family, and that through your domestic church, 
you are called to live their example.
For the Feast of the Holy Family this weekend, the Knights of Columbus invite all families in the parish to consecrate their family to the 
Holy Family. The consecration will be here at the church at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 31. Families that want to participate are 
invited to Ascension Hall beginning at 9:30 a.m. for bagels, coffee, and social time with other families before the consecration.

FAMILY FULLY ALIVE:
The Knights of Columbus encourage each family to strengthen the Domestic Church by inviting God into our homes in the coming year. 
The Family Fully Alive program provides guidance on ways to establish and strengthen your Domestic Church in the form of themes, 
Scripture verses and activities. This is not simply a booklet and you are on your own, but a continuous program that will take feedback, 
offer support, and grow with our parishioners throughout the year and beyond.
To begin this program with your family, please pick up a booklet in the Gathering Space. If you have any questions, please contact Gus 
Smithhisler at 614-530-0160 and watch for additional opportunities and programs in the coming months.



CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION JOHNSTOWN, OHIO

Activities for Children
Ages 7+ December 31, 2023 • Psalm 105:1-11

© 2023 CRI • PO Box 9290, Canton, OH 44711 • www.ChildrensBulletins.com

Ages 7+ December 31, 2023 • Psalm 105:1-11

© 2023 CRI • PO Box 9290, Canton, OH 44711 • www.ChildrensBulletins.com



FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH DECEMBER 31, 2023Solemnity of the Holy Family December 31, 2023

THE GIFT OF FAMILY
Reflection on Luke 2:22-40

While the pandemic brought so much 
tragedy to our lives, it brought some 
blessings as well. For many, the pandemic 
compelled us to a renewed, even if 
forced, encounter with the sacred space 
of home and family. Today’s feast of the 
Holy Family stands for us as an invitation 
to embrace this sure and central blessing 
from God – the gift of family.

Take these readings home with 
you! Have an intentional conversation, 
a family reflection time, considering 
how you can put into practice what  
St. Paul recommends: “Put on… 
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience, bearing with 
one another and forgiving one another.” 
Consider also the example of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph: how your unique family 
expressions and celebrations of faith, 
hope and love can reach beyond the 
walls of your home to touch the hearts 
and lives of other families.

~ Fr. Jay

Sunday, December 31, 2023 
The Holy Family of Jesus,  
Mary and Joseph
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 
Col 3:12-21 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19
Lk 2:22-40

Monday, January 1, 2024
Mary, Mother of God
Nm 6:22-27
Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8
Gal 4:4-7
Lk 2:16-21

Tuesday, January 2, 2024
Saints Basil the Great and Gregory 
Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors
1 Jn 2:22-28
Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4
Jn 1:19-28

Wednesday, January 3, 2024
Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 2:29–3:6
Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6
Jn 1:29-34

Thursday, January 4, 2024
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
1 Jn 3:7-10
Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9
Jn 1:35-42

Friday, January 5, 2024
Saint John Neumann
1 Jn 3:11-21
Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5
Jn 1:43-51

Saturday, January 6, 2024
Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 5:5-13
Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20
Mk 1:7-11

Access Daily Readings from  
the New American Bible,  

Revised Edition (NABRE) online at  
https://bible.usccb.org

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SAINT BASIL THE GREAT  
Feast Day: January 2 
Patron Saint of: Russia
Basil was on his way to becoming a famous teacher when he decided to begin a 
religious life of Gospel poverty. After studying various modes of religious life, he 
founded what was probably the first monastery in Asia Minor. He is to monks of 
the East what Saint Benedict is to the West, and Basil’s principles influence Eastern 
monasticism today.
He was ordained a priest, assisted the archbishop of Caesarea – now southeastern 
Turkey – and ultimately became archbishop himself, in spite of opposition from 
some of the bishops under him, probably because they foresaw coming reforms.
Arianism, one of the most damaging heresies in the history of the Church, which 
denied the divinity of Christ, was at its height. Emperor Valens persecuted orthodox 
believers, and put great pressure on Basil to remain silent and admit the heretics 
to Communion. Basil remained firm, and Valens backed down. He strove mightily 
to unite and rally his fellow Catholics who were crushed by tyranny and torn by 
internal dissension.
Basil was tireless in pastoral care. He preached twice a day to huge crowds, built 
a hospital that was called a wonder of the world – as a youth he had organized 
famine relief and worked in a soup kitchen himself – and fought the prostitution 
business.
Basil was best known as an orator. Though not recognized greatly in his lifetime, 
his writings rightly place him among the great teachers of the Church. Seventy-two 
years after his death, the Council of Chalcedon described him as “the great Basil, 
minister of grace who has expounded the truth to the whole earth.”

Read the full article: “Saint Basil the Great” Franciscan Media, Franciscan Friars,  
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-basil-the-great/. (Accessed December 20, 2023).

Solemnity of  the 

Holy Family

The child grew and 
became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of  

God was upon him.
Luke 2:40
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Elizabeth  
McIntosh, M.D.

(220) 564-1810  •  LMHealth.org

The Balanced
Hoof and Horse, Inc.
Providing Professional
Farrier Services Since 1991

Dean Moshier
AAPF APF-I, BWFA CJF-I

Cell: (740) 506-0414
2125 Riley Road NW ▪ Johnstown, Ohio 43031

Email: thebalancedhoofandhorse@frontier.com

amaysingmeatsjohnstown.com

740.967.1860
80 E. Coshocton Street
Johnstown, Ohio 43031
email: amaysingmeats@yahoo.com

Grand
Monuments

1600 E. Main St.

345-8772
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DRIVEWAYS OHIO
Locally owned and Operated 

Surfacing all Driveways 
for 25 years

740-967-2444
MUNSON MACHINE CO, INC.

General Machining, – Screw Machining 
Fabrication – Custom Sawing 
C.N.C. Milling – C.N.C Turning

P.O. Box 304, 80 E. College St.
Johnstown, OH 43031

740-967-6867

Crouse-Kauber-Fraley 
Funeral Home

Josh Fraley, General Manager
225 N. Main, Johnstown

740-967-6085

St. Vincent Haven
Homeless Shelter

Newark, OH
To volunteer or make donations, call

740-641-6958

GoodmanGoodman
LandscapingLandscaping

Duff A. Goodman,Duff A. Goodman, Owner
Paver Patios & Walkways

Planting and Mulching, Mowing

740-967-1181

Village Veterinary
Care of Gransville
Patricia Parrish DVM

401 S. Main St.
740 920-4190

Village Veterinary Care
Lindsey Rice, DVM
Renee Buell, DVM

4159 Hazelton-Etna Road
Pataskala, Ohio 43062

740-927-4159

5205 New Albany Rd.5205 New Albany Rd.
939-4518939-4518

Stop in and see manager
Tanya Bennett today! member

FDIC

730 W. Coshocton St. • (740) 967-6500

To advertise here, call

DEE PRINTING
at 1-800-292-9020.

755 W. COSHOCTON ST., JOHNSTOWN, OH 43031

800-967-8021

$4 OFF Any Food Order
of $25 or More

Dine-In Only. Valid Sun.-Thurs.
One coupon per table. Excludes Tax and Alcohol. Not valid with other offers or specials.

Homemade Tortillas, Fresh Guacamole on the Table
614-855-9060 • 9745 Johnstown Road, New Albany

www.blueagaveohio.com

Rehl Electric, LLC
614-499-6872

CALL FOR 
A FREE ESTIMATE
Owner: Connor Rehl

Insured

LOGO 

Primary Logo (Vertical)

LOGO IN FULL COLOR

LOGO IN 1 COLOR

4

Primary Logo (Horizontal)

Bringing Quality Nursing Care to Johnstown!
Please call today to 

schedule a Tour

740-616-0111

Laney Lainge
Nail Technician

22 W. Pratt St.
Johnstown, OH 

43031
740-404-0222

 
 

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
555 S. Main Street, Johnstown, Ohio 43031  •  740-967-7871  •  www.johnstownascension.org

MISSION STATEMENT  
Church of the Ascension is a Catholic community in Johnstown, Ohio 

that keeps Christ at the center of our hearts, families, homes and 
parish, so we can live the truth and share it with others

(John 14:6; 1 Peter 3:15).

With the help of sacred scripture, tradition, and the sacraments, we 
strive to know, love and serve God in this world, while encouraging 

others to do the same, so we may live eternally in heaven with Christ, 
the angels, and the saints

(Ephesians 2:4-8).

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday  4:00 p.m. 

Sunday  8:30 a.m.  •  11:00 a.m.
HOLY DAYS

Vigil 6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m. •  7:00 p.m.

DAILY MASS
Monday 8:00  am
Tuesday 6:30  pm

Wednesday-Saturday  8:00 am

ADORATION
Tuesday  5:00-6:00 p.m.
Saturday  8:30-9:30 a.m.

WELCOME TO OUR FAITH COMMUNITY AT CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION.
TO REGISTER IN THE PARISH, PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE AT 740-967-7871.

CONFESSIONS
Tuesday  5:00-6:00 p.m. 
Saturday  8:30-9:30 a.m.

Ascension of Christ, Gebhard Fugel (c. 1893)

Father Stephen Smith, Pastor
frsmith@johnstownascension.org
Father Jesse Chick, CFIC
Parochial Vicar
jchick@johnstownascension.org
Deacon Byron Phillips
bphillips@johnstownascension.org
Secretary
Kathy Bartolomucci | 614-325-0188
office@johnstownascension.org
kbartolomucci@johnstownascension.org
Music Director
Valerie Tanner | 740-222-4381
vtanner@johnstownascension.org
Parish Youth Catechesis (PYC)
Kelly Pertee | 740-817-1628
kpertee@johnstownascension.org
Youth Minister
Mary Nelson | 419-261-3872
mnelson@johnstownascension.org 
Cemetery Coordinator
Jim Stafford | 614-402-3706
Baptism Preparation Class
Molly & Bob Orsini | 614-446-5622
Social Committee
Rodney Tornes | 740-817-0137
St. Vincent de Paul Society
24-hour Hotline | 740-349-0989
Home School Contact
Christie Thomas | 614-937-9066
christie311@proton.me

BLUE FOX
MANAGEMENT

LAWN & LANDSCAPE
740-404-4800
TOM STANEART

We are open as early as 8:00 a.m. &
as late as 7:00 p.m., including Sundays!

848 W. Coshocton St., Johnstown, OH 43031

740-966-0011 
www.elementsdentalofjohnstown.com

 facebook.com/johnstownascension    @johnstownascension on Instagram    youtube.com/johnstownascension

B L A C K T O P  O H I O
ASPHALT PAVING & HOT TAR CHIP SEAL

DRIVEWAYS, PARKING LOTS, LONG LANES
NEW INSTALLATION OR RESURFACE OVER OLD
HOT RUBBER, CRACK FILLING & SEAL COATING

www.BLACKTOPOHIO.com • 937-309-4905

JOHN MILBURN 
Re/Max Town Center 
jgmilburn68@gmail.com
614 208 1945


