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McIntosh, M.D.

(220) 564-1810  •  LMHealth.org

The Balanced
Hoof and Horse, Inc.
Providing Professional
Farrier Services Since 1991

Dean Moshier
AAPF APF-I, BWFA CJF-I

Cell: (740) 506-0414
2125 Riley Road NW ▪ Johnstown, Ohio 43031

Email: thebalancedhoofandhorse@frontier.com

amaysingmeatsjohnstown.com

740.967.1860
80 E. Coshocton Street
Johnstown, Ohio 43031
email: amaysingmeats@yahoo.com

Grand
Monuments
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DRIVEWAYS OHIO
Locally owned and Operated 

Surfacing all Driveways 
for 25 years

740-967-2444
MUNSON MACHINE CO, INC.

General Machining, – Screw Machining 
Fabrication – Custom Sawing 
C.N.C. Milling – C.N.C Turning

P.O. Box 304, 80 E. College St.
Johnstown, OH 43031

740-967-6867

Crouse-Kauber-Fraley 
Funeral Home

Josh Fraley, General Manager
225 N. Main, Johnstown

740-967-6085

St. Vincent Haven
Homeless Shelter

Newark, OH
To volunteer or make donations, call

740-641-6958

GoodmanGoodman
LandscapingLandscaping

Duff A. Goodman,Duff A. Goodman, Owner
Paver Patios & Walkways

Planting and Mulching, Mowing

740-967-1181

Village Veterinary
Care of Gransville
Patricia Parrish DVM

401 S. Main St.
740 920-4190

Village Veterinary Care
Lindsey Rice, DVM
Renee Buell, DVM

4159 Hazelton-Etna Road
Pataskala, Ohio 43062

740-927-4159

5205 New Albany Rd.5205 New Albany Rd.
939-4518939-4518

Stop in and see manager
Tanya Bennett today! member

FDIC

730 W. Coshocton St. • (740) 967-6500

To advertise here, call

DEE PRINTING
at 1-800-292-9020.

755 W. COSHOCTON ST., JOHNSTOWN, OH 43031

800-967-8021

$4 OFF Any Food Order
of $25 or More

Dine-In Only. Valid Sun.-Thurs.
One coupon per table. Excludes Tax and Alcohol. Not valid with other offers or specials.

Homemade Tortillas, Fresh Guacamole on the Table
614-855-9060 • 9745 Johnstown Road, New Albany

www.blueagaveohio.com

Rehl Electric, LLC
614-499-6872

CALL FOR 
A FREE ESTIMATE
Owner: Connor Rehl

Insured

LOGO 

Primary Logo (Vertical)

LOGO IN FULL COLOR

LOGO IN 1 COLOR

4

Primary Logo (Horizontal)

Bringing Quality Nursing Care to Johnstown!
Please call today to 

schedule a Tour

740-616-0111

Laney Lainge
Nail Technician

22 W. Pratt St.
Johnstown, OH 

43031
740-404-0222

 
 

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
555 S. Main Street, Johnstown, Ohio 43031  •  740-967-7871  •  www.johnstownascension.org

MISSION STATEMENT  
Church of the Ascension is a Catholic community in Johnstown, Ohio 

that keeps Christ at the center of our hearts, families, homes and 
parish, so we can live the truth and share it with others

(John 14:6; 1 Peter 3:15).

With the help of sacred scripture, tradition, and the sacraments, we 
strive to know, love and serve God in this world, while encouraging 

others to do the same, so we may live eternally in heaven with Christ, 
the angels, and the saints

(Ephesians 2:4-8).

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday  4:00 p.m. 

Sunday  8:30 a.m.  •  11:00 a.m.
HOLY DAYS

Vigil 6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m. •  7:00 p.m.

DAILY MASS
Monday 8:00  am
Tuesday 6:30  pm

Wednesday-Saturday  8:00 am

ADORATION
Tuesday  5:00-6:00 p.m.
Saturday  8:30-9:30 a.m.

WELCOME TO OUR FAITH COMMUNITY AT CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION.
TO REGISTER IN THE PARISH, PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE AT 740-967-7871.

CONFESSIONS
Tuesday  5:00-6:00 p.m. 
Saturday  8:30-9:30 a.m.

Ascension of Christ, Gebhard Fugel (c. 1893)

Father Stephen Smith, Pastor
frsmith@johnstownascension.org
Father Jesse Chick, CFIC
Parochial Vicar
jchick@johnstownascension.org
Deacon Byron Phillips
bphillips@johnstownascension.org
Secretary
Kathy Bartolomucci | 614-325-0188
office@johnstownascension.org
kbartolomucci@johnstownascension.org
Music Director
Valerie Tanner | 740-222-4381
vtanner@johnstownascension.org
Parish Youth Catechesis (PYC)
Kelly Pertee | 740-817-1628
kpertee@johnstownascension.org
Youth Minister
Mary Nelson | 419-261-3872
mnelson@johnstownascension.org 
Cemetery Coordinator
Jim Stafford | 614-402-3706
Baptism Preparation Class
Molly & Bob Orsini | 614-446-5622
Social Committee
Rodney Tornes | 740-817-0137
St. Vincent de Paul Society
24-hour Hotline | 740-349-0989
Home School Contact
Christie Thomas | 614-937-9066
christie311@proton.me

BLUE FOX
MANAGEMENT

LAWN & LANDSCAPE
740-404-4800
TOM STANEART

We are open as early as 8:00 a.m. &
as late as 7:00 p.m., including Sundays!

848 W. Coshocton St., Johnstown, OH 43031

740-966-0011 
www.elementsdentalofjohnstown.com

 facebook.com/johnstownascension    @johnstownascension on Instagram    youtube.com/johnstownascension

B L A C K T O P  O H I O
ASPHALT PAVING & HOT TAR CHIP SEAL

DRIVEWAYS, PARKING LOTS, LONG LANES
NEW INSTALLATION OR RESURFACE OVER OLD
HOT RUBBER, CRACK FILLING & SEAL COATING

www.BLACKTOPOHIO.com • 937-309-4905

JOHN MILBURN 
Re/Max Town Center 
jgmilburn68@gmail.com
614 208 1945



CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION	 JOHNSTOWN, OHIO

J A N UA RY  14 ,  2024  •  S E C O N D  S U N D AY  I N  O R D I N A RY  T I M E

555 S. Main Street, Johnstown, OH 43031 • 740-967-7871 • www.johnstownascension.org

Mass Intentions
SATURDAY, JANUARY 13
	 8:00 a.m.	 For the Intention of 
		    the Benton Family
	 8:30 a.m.	 Adoration & Confessions
	 4:00 p.m.	 Les Zajac by Mike Haefs
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14
	 8:30 a.m.	 Parish Family
	 11:00 a.m. 	Terry Potter 
		    by Daniel Potter
MONDAY, JANUARY 15
	 10:00 a.m.	 Betty Disbennett 
		    by Barb Van Hoose
TUESDAY, JANUARY 16
	 5:00 p.m.	 Adoration & Confessions
	 6:30 p.m.	 Ralph & Mary Jane Downey 
		    by Peggy Hall
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17
	 8:00 a.m.	 Eric Koehler 
		    by Rosemary DePue
THURSDAY, JANUARY 18
	 8:00 a.m.	 Marie Esselstein 
		    by Janet Flood
FRIDAY, JANUARY 19
	 8:00 a.m.	 Living and Deceased 
		    Members of the 
		    Paniccia Family 
		    by Stan & 
		    Elizabeth Hawbaker
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20
	 8:00 a.m.	 Deceased Members of the 
		    Church of the Ascension
	 8:30 a.m.	 Adoration & Confessions
	 4:00 p.m.	 Joan Louise Fischer Cain 
		    by Loved Ones
SUNDAY, JANUARY 21
	 8:30 a.m.	 Parish Family
	 11:00 a.m. 	Nancy Crurine
		     by Janet Johnson

IT’S ALMOST FISH FRY TIME
Please remove any items from the refrigerator and freezer in the kitchen to make room for 
needed supplies for the FISH FRY crew.

Pastor’s Corner
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We have now entered the Liturgical Season of Ordinary Time. After several weeks of 
preparation in the Season of Advent and celebration in the Season of Christmas, things 
have finally started to quiet down…or have they?
The term “ordinary” in our common use typically refers to something being plain, 
unimpressive, or unexciting. A kind of “it is what it is” mentality. For that reason, many 
people hear Ordinary Time and they immediately think of the season as such. But that 
understanding doesn’t reflect the true meaning of the season.
Ordinary, in this context, comes from the Latin term ordinalis, meaning “numbered” or 
“ruled.” This title simply refers to the ongoing and rhythmical nature of the season. Just 
like everyday life, there is a rhythm to the days and the weeks. Sure, we have holidays 
and special occasions that we look forward to that change the pace, just like we have 
Holy Days and feasts in the Church year. But those special occasions aren’t the whole 
picture, just like there is more to the life of Christ than what we celebrate in other 
liturgical seasons.
Technically, Ordinary Time has two parts, but it remains one season. The first part 
begins right after the Feast of the Epiphany and runs until Shrove Tuesday, the day 
before Ash Wednesday.
The second part begins the Monday after Pentecost and runs until the First Sunday of 
Advent. This part is typically about twice the length of the first.
Ordinary Time typically contains about 33 or 34 weeks, depending on how other 
Catholic Church feast days fall. Each of these weeks is denoted by the passing of time.
Like all liturgical seasons, Ordinary Time is meant to be lived! We are not passive 
receptors of the liturgy – or at least we shouldn’t be. We are called to be active participants! 
Participating in Ordinary Time means participating in the everyday life of Jesus.
Here’s a short list of ways you can fully embrace this liturgical season and get caught up 
in Christ:
1.	 Examine your habits. Your day-to-day life is typically just a series of habits played 

out one after the other. If you want your life to change, the first place to look is your 
habits. A great new habit to start: reading the daily Gospel.

2.	 Gratitude. Joy always finds its root in gratitude. Try starting each day by thanking 
God for five ordinary, everyday things. If you have a family, try going around the 
table at dinner time and list off things together.

3.	 Use your imagination to reflect on the daily life of Jesus. Imagine Jesus doing the 
simple things. Eating, walking, joking with His friends. Praying. Make yourself a 
bystander to the Gospel stories in your imagination.

The important thing we must understand about Ordinary Time is that it is a time of 
growth. Let us unite ourselves more fully to Christ in this Season.
God bless,
Fr. Smith

RCIA Class topic for
 Wednesday, January 17, 2024 –
The Sacrament of Confirmation/

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit



SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME	 JANUARY 14, 2024

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time JANUARY 13-14, 2024

SATURDAY • 4:00 P.M. SUNDAY • 8:30 A.M. SUNDAY • 11:00 A.M.

ALTAR SERVERS: 

Ethan Wnek Brendan Sheehan Cole Fox

Christian Dorsten Jackson Wernette Bode Cherry

Volunteer Needed Billy Staneart Mathew Cherry

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS: 

Shelli Writesel – Host Mike Haefs – Chalice Diane Green – Host

Rachel Barb – Chalice

Jerri Burgel – Host

LECTORS: 
Maureen Keebaugh Diana Lewis Joe Green

Mike Keebaugh – Angelus Volunteer Needed – Angelus Diane Green – Angelus

GREETERS/USHERS: 
Mary Ann Shafer Mark Sheehan Lora Dunfee

Shelli Writesel Mary Sheehan Mike Dunfee

LIVESTREAM OPERATOR: Misiunas Family

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time JANUARY 20-21, 2024

SATURDAY • 4:00 P.M. SUNDAY • 8:30 A.M. SUNDAY • 11:00 A.M.

ALTAR SERVERS: 
Jolene Bogner Claire Barb Alex Smithhisler
Shelli Writesel Joey Barb Jack Smithhisler
Ethan Wnek Annie Muntz C.C. Zirille

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS: 

Linda Droege – Host Jerri Burgel - Chalice Laura Sammons - Host
Michael Robbins – Chalice
Rachel Barb – Host

LECTORS: 
Dennis Murnane Adele Robbins Diana Lewis
Tom Nann – Angelus Dale Anne Davidson - Angelus Carrie Suess - Angelus

GREETERS/USHERS: 
MaryAnn Shaffer Bubby Eichner Zirille Family
Volunteer Needed Robbi Eichner

LIVESTREAM OPERATOR: Smithhisler Family

NEW! ONLINE BOOKING
Fr. Smith is using a new, easier online booking system to meet with parishioners. If you’d like to schedule a meeting with  
Fr. Smith, please scan the QR code or visit his calendar at https://calendly.com/frstephensmith.

LECTOR WORKBOOKS are now available in the closet in the east hallway. If you are a Lector, please pick up one for your reference.



CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION	 JOHNSTOWN, OHIO

Your Gifts to God
WEEKLY NEED $7,115.00
430 REGISTERED FAMILIES

DECEMBER 28, 2023 DEPOSIT OF 
END-OF-YEAR DONATIONS
6 Envelopes	 $	 3,380.00
DECEMBER 30/31, 2023
Total Offering	 $	 7,044.00
50 Envelopes	 $	 2,565.00 
Loose Cash	 $	 573.00
Online	 $	 3,906.00
St. Vincent de Paul	 $	 270.00 
Diocesan Charities	 $	 10.00
Christmas	 $	 115.00 
Octave of Christmas	 $	 55.00
Initial Offering	 $	 53.00 
Solt	 $	 55.00 
Prop of Faith	 $	 5.00
JANUARY 6/7, 2024
Total Offering	 $	 7,481.75
62 Envelopes	 $	 4,670.00 
Loose Cash	 $	 320.75 
Online	 $	 2,491.00
St. Vincent de Paul	 $	 156.00 
Octave of Christmas	 $	 112.00
Initial Offering	 $	 190.00

Do you return a portion of your time/
skills/possessions to God in a spirit of 
gratitude? Looking for an easier way to 
give? Scan the QR code to open a link to 
the Church of the Ascension ParishSOFT 
Giving. Simply hold your phone’s camera 
over the square and touch the link that 
appears at the top of your camera screen, 
or visit https://giving.parishsoft.com/
app/giving/ascensionjohnstown.

Our 2024 CHURCH OFFERING 
ENVELOPES ARE NOW AVAILABLE 
for pickup in the east hallway across from 
the restrooms. Please note that they are 
arranged in alphabetical order, but you 
may not have the same number as last 
year, so please double-check your name 
before taking any. If there is not a set with 
your name on it, please see the sheet on 
the table for instructions.

ST. PETER BIBLE STUDY
The character of St. Peter is both inspiring and confounding to many of us. How could a 
stubborn and impulsive fisherman become the “rock” upon which Jesus would build His 
Church? Bringing together biblical accounts, historical evidence, Church teaching, classical 
art, and personal insights, Dr. Tim Gray gives a fresh perspective on Simon Peter that is 
immediately informative and relevant to our lives. After all, if Jesus could bring out the very 
best in someone like Peter, then there is hope for the rest of us.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need volunteers to provide Meals at St. Vincent Haven on the third and fourth 
Sunday evenings in 2024. There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the book on the podium 
in the Gathering Space. There are also information sheets in the back folder of the book that 
gives more information. Questions? Call Mike at 614-432-0656 or Lora at 614-432-0657. 
They would be happy to explain the program to you. You can use food that the Haven has in 
their freezers and pantry. They just need volunteers to prepare it. Volunteers are also needed 
to pick up donated items from Panera Bread on Saturday and Sunday nights, (sign-up 
sheets on the bulletin board in the Gathering Space or text your availability to Diane Green 
at 859-380-1944 or sign up on Flocknote).

There will be a RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE on Monday, January 15 from 1:00-7:00 
p.m. here at Ascension. Please consider giving the gift of life by donating a pint of blood. 
You can make an appointment at redcross.org.

MASS INTENTIONS AVAILABLE
We have many open dates on our calendar for Mass Intentions. Please contact Kathy in the 
office at 740-967-7871, on my cell at 614-325-0188 or office@johnstownascension.org, 
or drop a note in the collection with the intention and your name. We will do our best to 
accommodate any special date requests.
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Your Prayers are Requested
We have revamped our Prayer List. We left parishioners names who still need our prayers and have removed names that were special requests. 
We will be adding any new requests but removing them after three months, unless they ask to continue to be listed. Your prayers this week are 
asked for Wilber Subir, the Keasey Family, Maxine Nann, Letha Patton, John Yeagle, Wesley Potts, Susan Welch, Joyce Curran, Gabrielle & 
Shawn, Dana Caswell, John & Sophie Wetherell, Suzanne Kubin, Sharon Freitag, Di Habash, Gordon Cromwell, Joe Lindsay, Ivan Booth, 
Donna Dellapina, Mark & Cathy Mann, Peggy Hall, Terry Baesmann, John Tomich, Barbara Penhorwood, Margie Easterday, John & Neva 
Stover, Jared Writesel, Don Vocca, Karen Reitz, Jeff Ankrom, JoAnn Wright, Bob Muench, Ron & Ann Mullins, Ron Gallo, Helen Tomich, 
and for those who have no one to pray for them.
Are you or someone in your family on active duty in the military? Please let us know and we will add the names to our Prayer Requests.

NINE DAYS OF PRAYER TO END ABORTION
Our Knights of Columbus council is asking our entire parish community to join them in nine days of prayer to end abortion from January 
11, and ending on the date of the National March for Life on January 19. Please take a Gospel of Life prayer card from the Gathering Space 
and join us in the Novena. Knights remain firmly committed to defending the right to life of every human being – from the moment of 
conception to natural death. The Novena for Life is meant to bring Knights of Columbus and parish families together in a spiritual battle to 
lead their communities, through both public and private acts of prayer, to ensure a culture of life in our nations.

RESPECT LIFE MASS 
Monday, January 22, 2024,
10:30 a.m
St. Joseph Cathedral
212 E. Broad Street, Columbus.
On this day of the anniversary of the U.S. 
Supreme Court Roe v. Wade decision, our 
diocese will join all dioceses of the United 
States in observing a Day of Prayer for the 
Legal Protection of Unborn Children. 
Principal celebrant and homilist is 
Bishop Earl K. Fernandes. All are 
invited. For more information, contact 
the diocesan Office for Social Concerns 
at socmailbox@columbuscatholic.org or 
614-241-2540.

ROE REMEMBRANCE 
AT THE STATEHOUSE
Monday, January 22, 2024
Noon to 1:00 p.m.
Greater Columbus Right to Life will 
sponsor the annual Roe Remembrance 
at the Ohio Statehouse (West Lawn) 
following the 10:30 a.m. Respect Life 
Mass at St. Joseph Cathedral. For 
additional information, visit www.gcrtl.
org/roe.html.

MARCH FOR LIFE FAMILY PILGRIMAGE WASHINGTON, D.C. 
January 17-20, 2024
Please prayerfully consider joining St. Patrick’s Pilgrimage to the March for Life. In the 
march, thousands from across the U.S. are united in one strong voice to speak against 51 
years of legalized abortion and the injustice it has been upon women, men, and children in 
this great country of ours. Now, most sorrowfully in our home state. We pray this will be 
a life-changing pilgrimage, one that convicts many to take a higher stand for life. We pray 
eyes are opened to truth, tragedy, and the sorrow of abortion, that hearts are set on fire to 
spread the Gospel of life, and that we learn to tend the broken hearts of those who were told 
that abortion would set them free only to discover they were chained to a choice they felt 
forced to make. You will find the courage and support that you need to stand against what 
our laws allow, and society promotes.
We will be educated on how the culture of death has taken such a hold on society. You will 
learn pro-life apologetic, learn how to sidewalk council, watch it in action and be able to 
join in. We will participate in a Catholic pro-life outreach, where we will defend life and 
evangelize. Some of the events we will be attending include the Vigil Mass for Life at the 
National Basilica, March for Life expo featuring our nation’s top Pro-life organizations, 
Priest for Life National Prayer Service, with speakers Bishop Strickland and Mark Houck, 
March for Life rally, March for Life to the Supreme Court steps, testimonies from Silent 
No More. We plan to include visits to the Holocaust Museum, John Paul II Memorial and 
our nation’s monuments commemorating our Founding Fathers belief in Life, Liberty and 
Justice for all, born and unborn. Our itinerary is tentative and could change. We will keep 
up with last minute events planned by national pro-life leaders and participate in as much 
as we can. We want everyone who is inspired to join us to be able to do so, scholarships 
are readily available for those in need of them, we will also have a family cap. It is very 
important to get everyone on the March for Life Pilgrimage who would like to join us 
so that many will be inspired to take up the battle for life. It is not a time to feel defeated 
here in Ohio, it is a time for action in the Holy Spirit to recreate the face of the earth. For 
complete information, contact Lorraine Vance, email vances@embarqmail.com or phone 
and voicemail 740-965-2674; no text please. Complete information and forms are available 
at https://www.stpatrickcolumbus.org/march-for-life.
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME	 JANUARY 14, 2024Second Sunday in Ordinary Time January 14, 2024

INVITATION 
Reflection on John 1:35-42

God does not seem to follow any 
pattern, protocol, or formula in making 
Himself known, or in calling individuals 
into relationship and gifting them for 
service. Over and over again, Scripture 
and countless stories in our tradition 
reveal that there is no predicting when 
God will come to us or how the visit 
might occur.

God can call the apprentice instead 
of the master, in the middle of the night 
while he is sleeping, as God did with 
Samuel. God can call an ordinary fellow 
out of a crowd of people at 4:00 in the 
afternoon, as God did with Andrew. Or 
two fisherman busy cleaning their nets, as 
with James and John. Or a tax collector 
hiding up a tree, as with Zacchaeus. 
Or an atheist walking down a crowded 
street in mid-town Manhattan, as with 
Thomas Merton. Or an old woman in her 
seventies, as with St. Mother Teresa.

“Come and see” – the invitation we 
hear in today’s Gospel – can come to any 
of us, at any time, anywhere. When the 
invitation comes to you, even if you are, 
like Samuel, not yet familiar with the crazy 
ways of God, may you at least imitate 
His openness and innocent honesty, by 
saying: “Here I am Lord. Speak, for your 
servant is listening.”

~ Fr. Jay

Sunday, January 14, 2024 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19
Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10
1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20
Jn 1:35-42

Monday, January 15, 2024
Weekday
1 Sm 15:16-23
Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23
Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday, January 16, 2024
Weekday
1 Sm 16:1-13
Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28
Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday, January 17, 2024
Saint Anthony, Abbott
1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51
Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10
Mk 3:1-6

Thursday, January 18, 2024
Weekday
1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7
Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13
Mk 3:7-12

Friday, January 19, 2024
Weekday
1 Sm 24:3-21
Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11
Mk 3:13-19

Saturday, January 20, 2024
Weekday
2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27
Ps 80:2-3, 5-7
Mk 3:20-21

Access Daily Readings from  
the New American Bible,  

Revised Edition (NABRE) online at  
https://bible.usccb.org

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE

SAINT GREGORY NAZIANZEN  
Saint of the Day: January 14 
Patron Saint of: Medieval Bosnia
After his Baptism at 30, Gregory gladly accepted his friend Basil’s invitation to 
join him in a newly founded monastery. The solitude was broken when Gregory’s 
father, a bishop, needed help in his diocese and estate. It seems that Gregory 
was ordained a priest practically by force, and only reluctantly accepted the 
responsibility. He skillfully avoided a schism that threatened when his own father 
made compromises with Arianism. At 41, Gregory was chosen suffragan bishop of 
Caesarea and at once came into conflict with Valens, the emperor, who supported 
the Arians.
An unfortunate byproduct of the battle was the cooling of the friendship of two 
saints. Basil, his archbishop, sent him to a miserable and unhealthy town on the 
border of unjustly created divisions in his diocese. Basil reproached Gregory for 
not going to his See.
When protection for Arianism ended with the death of Valens, Gregory was called 
to rebuild the faith in the great See of Constantinople, which had been under 
Arian teachers for three decades. Retiring and sensitive, he dreaded being drawn 
into the whirlpool of corruption and violence. He first stayed at a friend’s home, 
which became the only orthodox church in the city. In such surroundings, he began 
giving the great sermons on the Trinity for which he is famous. In time, Gregory did 
rebuild the faith in the city, but at the cost of great suffering, slander, insults, and 
even personal violence. An interloper even tried to take over his bishopric.
His last days were spent in solitude and austerity. He wrote religious poetry, some 
of it autobiographical, of great depth and beauty. He was acclaimed simply as “the 
Theologian.” St. Gregory Nazianzen shares the celebration of his liturgical feast 
with St. Basil the Great on January 2.

Read the full article: “Saint Gregory Nazianzen” Franciscan Media, Franciscan Friars,  
franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-gregory-nazianzen/. (Accessed January 3, 2024).

Here am I, Lord; 
I come to do your will. 

Psalm 40:7
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740.967.1860
80 E. Coshocton Street
Johnstown, Ohio 43031
email: amaysingmeats@yahoo.com

Grand
Monuments

1600 E. Main St.

345-8772
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DRIVEWAYS OHIO
Locally owned and Operated 

Surfacing all Driveways 
for 25 years

740-967-2444
MUNSON MACHINE CO, INC.

General Machining, – Screw Machining 
Fabrication – Custom Sawing 
C.N.C. Milling – C.N.C Turning

P.O. Box 304, 80 E. College St.
Johnstown, OH 43031

740-967-6867

Crouse-Kauber-Fraley 
Funeral Home

Josh Fraley, General Manager
225 N. Main, Johnstown

740-967-6085

St. Vincent Haven
Homeless Shelter

Newark, OH
To volunteer or make donations, call

740-641-6958

GoodmanGoodman
LandscapingLandscaping

Duff A. Goodman,Duff A. Goodman, Owner
Paver Patios & Walkways

Planting and Mulching, Mowing

740-967-1181

Village Veterinary
Care of Gransville
Patricia Parrish DVM

401 S. Main St.
740 920-4190

Village Veterinary Care
Lindsey Rice, DVM
Renee Buell, DVM

4159 Hazelton-Etna Road
Pataskala, Ohio 43062

740-927-4159

5205 New Albany Rd.5205 New Albany Rd.
939-4518939-4518

Stop in and see manager
Tanya Bennett today! member

FDIC

730 W. Coshocton St. • (740) 967-6500

To advertise here, call

DEE PRINTING
at 1-800-292-9020.

755 W. COSHOCTON ST., JOHNSTOWN, OH 43031

800-967-8021

$4 OFF Any Food Order
of $25 or More

Dine-In Only. Valid Sun.-Thurs.
One coupon per table. Excludes Tax and Alcohol. Not valid with other offers or specials.

Homemade Tortillas, Fresh Guacamole on the Table
614-855-9060 • 9745 Johnstown Road, New Albany

www.blueagaveohio.com

Rehl Electric, LLC
614-499-6872

CALL FOR 
A FREE ESTIMATE
Owner: Connor Rehl

Insured

LOGO 

Primary Logo (Vertical)

LOGO IN FULL COLOR

LOGO IN 1 COLOR

4

Primary Logo (Horizontal)

Bringing Quality Nursing Care to Johnstown!
Please call today to 

schedule a Tour

740-616-0111

Laney Lainge
Nail Technician

22 W. Pratt St.
Johnstown, OH 

43031
740-404-0222

 
 

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
555 S. Main Street, Johnstown, Ohio 43031  •  740-967-7871  •  www.johnstownascension.org

MISSION STATEMENT  
Church of the Ascension is a Catholic community in Johnstown, Ohio 

that keeps Christ at the center of our hearts, families, homes and 
parish, so we can live the truth and share it with others

(John 14:6; 1 Peter 3:15).

With the help of sacred scripture, tradition, and the sacraments, we 
strive to know, love and serve God in this world, while encouraging 

others to do the same, so we may live eternally in heaven with Christ, 
the angels, and the saints

(Ephesians 2:4-8).

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday  4:00 p.m. 

Sunday  8:30 a.m.  •  11:00 a.m.
HOLY DAYS

Vigil 6:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m. •  7:00 p.m.

DAILY MASS
Monday 8:00  am
Tuesday 6:30  pm

Wednesday-Saturday  8:00 am

ADORATION
Tuesday  5:00-6:00 p.m.
Saturday  8:30-9:30 a.m.

WELCOME TO OUR FAITH COMMUNITY AT CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION.
TO REGISTER IN THE PARISH, PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE AT 740-967-7871.

CONFESSIONS
Tuesday  5:00-6:00 p.m. 
Saturday  8:30-9:30 a.m.

Ascension of Christ, Gebhard Fugel (c. 1893)

Father Stephen Smith, Pastor
frsmith@johnstownascension.org
Father Jesse Chick, CFIC
Parochial Vicar
jchick@johnstownascension.org
Deacon Byron Phillips
bphillips@johnstownascension.org
Secretary
Kathy Bartolomucci | 614-325-0188
office@johnstownascension.org
kbartolomucci@johnstownascension.org
Music Director
Valerie Tanner | 740-222-4381
vtanner@johnstownascension.org
Parish Youth Catechesis (PYC)
Kelly Pertee | 740-817-1628
kpertee@johnstownascension.org
Youth Minister
Mary Nelson | 419-261-3872
mnelson@johnstownascension.org 
Cemetery Coordinator
Jim Stafford | 614-402-3706
Baptism Preparation Class
Molly & Bob Orsini | 614-446-5622
Social Committee
Rodney Tornes | 740-817-0137
St. Vincent de Paul Society
24-hour Hotline | 740-349-0989
Home School Contact
Christie Thomas | 614-937-9066
christie311@proton.me

BLUE FOX
MANAGEMENT

LAWN & LANDSCAPE
740-404-4800
TOM STANEART

We are open as early as 8:00 a.m. &
as late as 7:00 p.m., including Sundays!

848 W. Coshocton St., Johnstown, OH 43031

740-966-0011 
www.elementsdentalofjohnstown.com

 facebook.com/johnstownascension    @johnstownascension on Instagram    youtube.com/johnstownascension

B L A C K T O P  O H I O
ASPHALT PAVING & HOT TAR CHIP SEAL

DRIVEWAYS, PARKING LOTS, LONG LANES
NEW INSTALLATION OR RESURFACE OVER OLD
HOT RUBBER, CRACK FILLING & SEAL COATING

www.BLACKTOPOHIO.com • 937-309-4905

JOHN MILBURN 
Re/Max Town Center 
jgmilburn68@gmail.com
614 208 1945


